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REPORT 


TO  THE 

‘llHiPcnboe  lUrban  district  Council 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1913. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Eeport  for  the 
year  1913,  together  with  the  Tables  required  by  the  Home  Office 
and  Local  Government  Board. 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  estimated  at  2,500,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  665,  giving  an  average  of  3*75  persons  in  each 
house. 

(A.t  the  foot  of  Table  I.  the  Census  returns  of  1911  are  used). 

BIRTHS. 

The  birth-rate,  which  is  15*2,  has  fallen  a  little  since  last  year 
(1912),  but  is  about  the  usual  average.  Thirty-eight  births  were 
registered  during  the  year — 16  being  males  and  22  females. 

DEATHS. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  occurred  in  the  District,  which  number  is 
the  same  as  in  1912,  but  .the  number  of  “  Transferable  Deaths’’ 
(^.e.,  of  persons  who,  having  a  fixed,  or  usual,  residence  in  this 
District,  died  in  another  District)  is  14,  which  makes  the  nett 
death-rate  17'2,  which  is  higher  than  our  average.  Of  the  total 
deaths  29  occurred  in  males  and  14  in  females.  Twenty-six  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years  of  age. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  returns  of  notifiable  diseases  are  less  than  in  1912. 
Diphtheria  (2),  Enteric  Fever  (1)  and  Erysipelas  (2),  only  totalled 
5  cases  against  7  cases  in  1912.  Of  Tuberculosis,  only  3  fresh 
.cases  were  notified. 

The  premises  on  which  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  have 
been  inspected  and  disinfected. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  5  dairies  and  milk  shops  in  the  District,  which  are 
periodically  inspected,  as  are  also  the  farms  from  which  the  milk  is 
obtained  ;  they  have  been  found  clean  and  well  kept. 

MEAT  AND  VEGETABLES. 

The  meat  and  vegetables  exposed  for  sale  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


There  is  only  one  slaughter  house  in  the  District,  this  is  always 
found  to  be  thoroughly  clean. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  excellent  and  plentiful.  It  is  pumped  from 
a  deep  well  in  the  chalk  and  supplied  through  the  Council’s 
mains. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  bulk  of  the  sewerage  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  Scavengers, 
who  also  remove  the  house  refuse.  There  are  457  pail  closets. 
Forty-three  W.C.’s  are  flushed  by  cisterns,  9  are  hand-flushed. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  workshops  have  been  inspected  periodically  and  found 
satisfactory.  The  “  home  workers  ”  come  under  one  heading  only, 
viz. :  “  The  Making  of  Wearing  Apparel.”  The  list  of  those  so 
employed  has  been  furnished  twice  in  the  year,  in  conformity  with 
the  Kegulations,  by  the  two  firms  which  send  out  the  work. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools 
are  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


Appended  are  Tables  I.  to  IV.  dealing  in  detail  with  births* 
deaths  and  infectious  diseases ;  also  the  Report  on  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  (1901) ;  also  a  summary 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  TRAVERS  KEVERN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


\^th  April,  1914. 


TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during:  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages  ..  2,376  i  At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . .  652  >  of 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  1,549.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3  64  )  1911. 
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TABLE  II.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 

during;  the  Year  1913. 

WIVENHOE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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Total  cases  removed  to  Hospital . 4. 


Isolation  Hospital — Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  IVlile  End,  Colchester. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  ag^es  at  Death  during  Year  1913. 

WTVENHOE  URBAN  DLSTRICT. 


CAUSES  OF  death. 
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Enteric  fever 
Small  Pox 
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Whooping-cough  . . 
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Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
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including  Premature  Birth 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WiVENHOF. 

TABLE  V. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


L— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 
Written  Frose- 

Premises.  Inspections.  Notices.  cutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . . 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this  Report)  . ,  . .  12 

Total  . .  . .  12 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND.— None. 


3.— HOME  WORK. 
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4.— REGISTEEED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  — 

J.  Worsp,  Sailmaker  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

J.  Husk,  Boat  Builder  . ,  , .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

E.  Franks,  Baker  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

E.  Cracknell,  Baker  .  .  ...  . .  1 

W.  Last,  Baker  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  .  .  1 

Wivenhoe  Galvanizing  Company  .  ,  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Total  number  of  AVorkshops  on  Begister  . .  6 


5. -OTHER  MATTERS.- None. 


C 


(Signed)  G.  TRAVERS  KEVERN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1914. 


18th  April, 
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Summary  of  Work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  under  the 
H.W.C.  Acts,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Wivenhoe  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1913. 

Total  Number 
for  year. 


Complaints  received  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  . .  .  .  . .  . .  32 

Nuisances  abated  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  3& 

Nuisances  remaining  unabated  <  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Formal  notices  served  . .  . .  .  ,  . .  . .  . .  10 

Summonses  issued  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Convictions  obtained  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

No.  of  cottages  inspected  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  320 


No.  of  cottages  found  unfit  for  human  habitation 

No.  of  representations  made  with  the  view  of  Closing  Orders  being  made 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  made 

No.  of  cottages  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without  a  Closing  Order 
No.  of  cottages  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  making  Closing  Order 


No.  of  cottages  closed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

No.  of  cottagps  demolished  by  order  . .  ^  .  . .  .  .  .4 

No.  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  District.  Frequency  of  Inspection  — 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  District  . .  .  .  , .  .  1 

’  Frequency  of  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

No.  of  Bakehouses  in  District  . .  . .  . .  . ,  3 

Frequency  of  Inspection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  (each)  4 

No.  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  5 

Frequency  of  Inspection  . .  .  ^  . .  . .  .  .  (each)  6 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Frequency  of  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  (each)  12 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  for  cleanliness,  etc.  . .  — 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Houses  disinfected  . .  .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  — 

New  houses  ..  ..  ..  .....  ..  ..  5 

No.  of  water  certificates  applied  for  . .  . .  . .  1 

No.  of  certificates  granted  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

I 

Public  wells  sunk  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Privies.  No.  in  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

No.  abolished  during  the  year  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3 

No.  of  pail  closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  457 

No.  of  W.Cs.  with  proper  flushing  arrangement  . .  . .  . .  43 

No.  of  hand-flushed  W.Cs.  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  9 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Pigs — 1 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  : .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Compensation  paid  for  bedding,  Clothing,  etc.,  desti’oyed  ..  ..  — '' 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 


(Signed)  ROBERT  H.  BARRELL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


